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Press Release – March 2016
HAND 01: 01 Table, 05 Sizes, Endless Possibilities
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Unpack, assemble and create. HAND Studio and paper pioneers G . F Smith, combine to launch HAND 01, an all-terrain table concept that returns to the heart of ‘pencil and paper’ creativity and collaboration. A unique capsule construction in five packable sizes, it proposes a transformation in how and where inspiration is captured. 
Ideas travel and HAND 01, a packable, refillable, paper-topped modular table from emergent British design studio HAND has been launched to ensure inspiration is captured wherever it strikes. Being unveiled at SuperDesign, Milan on Tue 12 April 2016, the table signals the founding intent of the collaborative brand to use innovative design as the catalyst from which others can capture their own creativity.
DOWNLOAD IMAGES: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ngdkdmnywqsgk61/AADFuEsGomVaxicVIqtUyl7Oa?dl=0 
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The most diminutive of the five size variants of HAND 01.1 arrives in an ‘easy carry’ custom-made box with enclosed hand tools, yet the lightweight construction of primarily non-fix birch plywood components featuring slot joints, leaves screws and bolts largely redundant. Purposely simple in its portability and build, HAND 01.1 opens up a world of possibilities by making creativity happen in remote, hostile and impromptu locations.
Based in the North of England, HAND Studio seeks to combine purposeful, human-centred design. Sharing their aims is G . F Smith, contemporary paper innovators and partners in the launch of HAND 01. Each table arrives ready to play its role as a hub for collaboration fully stocked with a selection of papers from their Colorplan range, the pads of ‘tear and archive’ perforated sheets secured in place using a bespoke hand-clamp system.
Available in sizes from 600mm table width, to a boardroom size 2400mm, HAND 01 is equal parts statement furniture for design enthusiasts and versatile, robust centrepiece for busy workshops, creative workspaces and studios of all kinds. 
Liam Hopkins, HAND Studio Co-Founder, says: “The logical starting point for expressing an idea and developing it is to sit at a table and sketch, so that you and others can more easily understand, share in and contribute to the process. That principle sits at the heart of HAND 01, to be able to give people a space, perhaps where there isn’t a formal studio setting, to explore their ideas together with paper and a pencil. HAND 01.1 can be quickly assembled on a beach or a hillside and the bigger versions shine as the centrepiece of an architect or illustrator’s studio. They all erode restrictions on where creativity occurs and invite people to take it to extremes.” 
Catalogued in numerical order - from HAND 01.1 at the smallest size to HAND 01.5 at the largest – the range of tables have been created with a broad range of users in mind, from the busy visual creatives running from one client meeting to the next with the table easily at hand, to education professionals on field trips with students or artists working in ever-changing settings. With the studio based in the North West of England with commitment to the highest quality materials and standards in making, HAND 01 has been designed and manufactured entirely in the UK.
Established by designer and founder of Lazerian, Liam Hopkins and artist, Daren Newman, HAND Studio has been established to combine purposeful, critically-engaged, human-centred design with popular appeal. Two years in development, the HAND product range will combine the duos internationally-renowned proficiencies in 3D design and visual art to stunning effect. The development of HAND 01 and partnership with G . F Smith has been enabled by collaboration with The Paper Collaborative, led by Paper Passionist, Debbie Wigglesworth. 
For full information about HAND Studio, HAND 01 and the launch at SuperDesign visit www.handstudio.co.uk and follow both https://twitter.com/byHANDstudio and https://www.instagram.com/byHANDstudio - #whatsinthebox 
The full size range for HAND 01: 
HAND 01.1 - L 600 x W 400 x H 250
HAND 01.2 - L 900 x W 600 x H 780
HAND 01.3 - L 1200 x W 900 x H 780
HAND 01.4 - L 1800 x W 900 x H 780
HAND 01.5 - L 2400 x W 900 x H 780
Materials: 
CNC Routed Birch Plywood Components
Stainless Steel Fixings
G . F Smith Colorplan Papers (various)
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About HAND Studio
HAND is a design solutions studio and retail brand cultivating the development and production of both useful and desirable products that evoke the highest standards of critical design theory, functionality and popular appeal. Original designs developed by the core partnership team of designer artists Liam Hopkins (Lazerian) and  Daren Newman (Me and My Pen) respond to design’s pure function of ‘making things better’ as well as offering an unrivalled aesthetic quality underpinned by contemporary design theory and traditional construction methods and materials.  HAND’s ethos is formed of the belief that user interaction with products can empower individuals to play an active part in the creative processes, thereby extending the purpose and experience of a truly inclusive design process. HAND strives to make connections with organisations and individuals who share the same passion for inspirational, contemporary, handcrafted design and production. HAND 01 has been developed in partnership with paper product innovator Debbie Wigglesworth (The Paper Collaborative).
www.handstudio.co.uk
www.twitter.com/byHANDStudio
www.instagram.com/byHANDStudio
 #whatsinthebox

About G . F Smith 
For the best part of 130 years, G . F Smith has been obsessed with the simple beauty of paper. An indomitable Victorian entrepreneur, George Frederick Smith spent several years travelling the globe selling stationery to printers and publishers before founding G . F Smith with his son Thomas Brooks Smith in 1885, setting up offices in London and Hull. Over the following century, George’s paper merchants built a reputation for quality and service, and became renowned as passionate pioneers of the paper industry.  By 1972, when the company’s design consultant Bill Mackay and managing director John Alexander launched the revolutionary Colorplan range of coloured papers, G . F Smith had become Britain’s foremost supplier of specialist papers to designers and brands in search of beautifully crafted paper for print projects and packaging. 
It still holds that position today – thanks to both the astonishing breadth of its range and to its focus on providing innovative bespoke services geared towards the needs of working designers – such as Make Book, which allows people to create hand-finished photo books of their own specification, and the Paper Smith, which lets people source small quantities of G . F Smith’s paper or card – ideal for craft projects and one-offs. While many other companies think big, G . F Smith takes pride in thinking small and applying a personal touch. And despite the impressive array of machinery to be found in its Hull factory (making possible things like embossing, duplexing or digital coating), much of the company’s work – from sourcing papers to stitching spines – is still done by hand and in person, just as it was in George Frederick’s day. www.gfsmith.com 
About The Paper Collaborative / The Paper Library
Paper Passionist, Debbie Wigglesworth has, for 30 years, influenced the design, print, education, greetings, stationery and retail industries with an unrestrained enthusiasm for quality, talent and innovation. Including furniture in her range of interests in 2016, the golden thread throughout an extensive portfolio remains paper and The Paper Collaborative has been launched to bring paper artists, manufacturers and distributors together. The Paper Collaborative’s embrace of creativity and support for creatives to explore viable commercial opportunities has led to partnerships with some of Europe’s leading designers and paper artists, such as an award-winning collaboration with London-based artist, Elod Beregszaszi, during 2015. The Paper Collaborative’s commitment to education has also helped hundreds of design students to realise the importance of paper within the design process, influencing many to adopt paper as a shared, lifelong passion.

As Director of The Paper Library, Debbie proactively offers her experience and industry insights to support a free and developing paper archive, currently located in London with plans for expansion, established as a resource for all designers, creatives and brands. Formerly tasked with leading product development and brand management for the UK’s leading creative paper company, G . F Smith, Debbie has proved instrumental in the conceptual development of pioneering paper products, including co-development of the iconic Colorplan product range, and the company’s first retail ventures.  
To find out more about The Paper Collaborative or The Paper Library contact Debbie Wigglesworth at debbie@handstudio.co.uk or on 07718 619521.
